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SUBJECT: IMPACT OF SENATE LETTER AND UNDOF EXTENSION 

1. SENATE LETTER AND UNDOF EXTENSION DOMINATE POLITICAL 
SCENE HERE AT WEEK'S END. SIX-MONTH EXTENSION OF UNDOF WILL 
REINFORCE ISRAELI CONVICTION THAT PREDICTIONS BY ADMINISTRATION 
SPOKESMEN RE IMMINENCE OF WAR IN ABSENCE DRAMATIC MOVEMENTS 
(I.E., ISRAELI CONCESSIONS) TOWARDS PEACE ARE MERELY PLOYS 

TO TRY PRESSURE GOI. 

2. SENATE LETTER (BY FAR MOST IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENT IN ISRAELI 
EYES) HAS BEEN RECEIVED HERE WITH GREAT JOY. PRELIMINARY 
REACTIONS CAN ONLY BE DESCRIBED AS EUPHORIC. 
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3. ISRAELIS HAVE FOCUSED THEIR ATTENTION ON DEVELOPMENTS BETWEEN 
BOTH ENDS OF PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE SINCE INITIATION OF REASSESSMENT, 
WITH CONGRESS CONSIDERED SURROGATE FOR ISRAEL IN POLICY REVIEW. 

AS FAR AS PERCEPTION THEIR INTERESTS CONCERNED, VIENNA AND 
SALZBURG (AND EVERYTHING ELSE*) ARE SIDESHOWS, IMPORTANT BUT BY NO 
MEANS CRUCIAL. FROM THIS PERSPECTIVE, SENATE LETTER VWWED AS 
MOST IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENT IN MAIN EVENT AFFECTING VITAL INTERESTS. 

4. THERE ARE SOME PRELIMINARY INDICATIONS BASED ON 
CONVERSATIONS THAT MORE ASTUTE OBSERVERS (SCHWEITZER - HAARETZ) 
RECOGNIZE THAT LETTER CAN BE INTERPRETED AS SUPPORTING BOTH 
ISRAEL AND CONTINUED MOVEMENT TOWARD PEACE WITH IMPLICATIONS 
FOR GOI POLICY. THIS TOO SUBTLE TO BE WIDELY PERCEIVED HERE 

AND, FOR MOST PART, ISRAELIS SHARE WITH LEADERSHIP SENSE OF 
RELIEF AND TRIUMPH. IN THIS RESPECT, AT FRG NATIONAL DAY 
RECEPTION LAST NIGHT, FORMIN ALLON IN BRIEF CONVERSATION WITH 
ME TOOK INITIATIVE TO LAUD "WISDOM OF SENATE," WHILE EMPHASIZING 
THAT IN HIS PUBLIC STATEMENT HE EXPRESSED THANKS TO "BOTH 
GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF U.S. " (PRESUMABLY HE WAS MAKING 
POINT THAT IN OFFICIAL STATEMENTS, GOI WOULD TAKE PAINS NOT 
TO GIVE IMPRESSION IT CROWING OVER DEVELOPMENT AT ADMINISTRATION 
EXPENSE). ALRGRSWAS BEAMING ALL OVER AND OBVIOUSLY WAS ENJOYING 
DISCUSSING WITH THE ASSEMBLED CHIEFS OF MISSION THE NUMBER ONE 
TOPIC OF THE DAY. 

5. WE ASSUME THAT EVEN IN CURRENT ATMOSPHERE ISRAELI LEADERS 
RECOGNIZE THAT IN CONTEXT THEIR PERCEIVED FIGHT OVER POLICY TOWARD 
ISRAEL WITH EXECUTIVE BRANCH, SENATE LETTER IS NOT CONSIDERED 
KNOCKOUT PUNCH (TO BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE, FOR EXAMPLE, 76 
SENATORS HAVE NOT COMMITTED SELVES TO SUPPORT $2.5 BILLION AID 
REQUEST). NEVERTHELESS, THEY UNDOUBTEDLY BELIEVE THAT DEVELOPMENT 
PUTS THEM WELL AHEAD ON POINTS IN LATE ROUNDS OF REASSESSMENT. 
SECRETARY OF DEFENCE'S REMARKS RE POSSIBLE U.S. REACTION TO 

ARAB OIL EMBARGO ARE ALSO SEEN AS CAUSE FOR SATISFACTION AMOUNTING 
TO JUBILATION IN SOME QUARTERS. 

6. THIS ATTITUDE, RE LETTER, COUPLED WITH UNDOF EXTENSION AND 
SECDEF'S REMARKS, WILL HAVE EFFECT OF CONFIRMING GOI IN POSTURE 
OF IMMOBILITY. OTHER SIDE OF COIN IS ISRAELIS OBVIOUSLY BELIEVE 
THESE DEVELOPMENTS WILL SERVE TO PUT CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE ON 
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SADAT "TO BLINK FIRST." UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES, IT WILL BE HARD FOR 
ISRAELIS TO BELIEVE SADAT WILL NOT COME UP WITH IMPORTANT "GESTURE" 
TO GOI IN TALKS WITH PRESIDENT FORD RE REVIVED NEGOTIATIONS ON 
SECOND PHASE AGREEMENT. 

VELIOTES UNQUOTE 

INGERSOLL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, LEGISLATIVE MAIL, TOSEC 10271 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 23 MAY 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1 975STATE1 21117 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: O: PJOHNSON 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 82-0228 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750522/aaaaatlh.tel 

Line Count: 114 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 APR 2003 by ElyME>; APPROVED <16 SEP 2003 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: IMPACT OF SENATE LETTER AND UNDOF EXTENSION 

TAGS: PFOR, US, IS 

To: SECRETARY AIRCRAFT 

Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



